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“Stand Up For Your Sister” comes to campus
EVENT ENCOURAGES
VULNERABILITY
ASHLEY JARAMILLO
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
On Tuesday, Nov. 16, women
across campus gathered in the
Black Box Theater for an event
called Stand Up for Your Sister.
Like many other universities
across the nation, Northwestern
College adopted this event to
support this nonprofits mission.
“We are an active community
working to empower young adult
women facing mental illness, loss,
abuse, eating disorders, assault
and other taboo topics,” the board
of directors said. “We want to
support those who believe they
are alone in these battles through
financial assistance and engaging
presentations.”
Stand Up for Your Sister is an
event that takes place to educate
all individuals in leading the
movement of breaking down
stigmas and educating others
around them nationwide. This
event was organized by several

strong and faithful women in
leadership here at NW. These
women are Lindsay Hubbell,
Martha Draayer, Barb Dewald,
Natalie Wheeler, Caylan DeLucia
and Julie Elliott. At the beginning
of this event, resident director of
the apartments, Hubbell, opened
with prayer and introduced what
was going to take place.
“We hope there is healing and
freedom in the space tonight,”
Hubbell said. “Everyone has
received the forty-two-question
survey, a black pen and a
laminated picture.”
After the introduction, there was
a time for worship and the women
participating had time to fill out
the survey. The survey consisted
of questions both difficult and
tough to answer, but this was
completely anonymous. Once all
the surveys were filled out, they
were placed in baskets around the
room to be mixed up and handed
back to a different person than
who filled it out. Other students
who were participating then read
the question out loud, and if it

PHOTO BY JADEYN VELTKAMP
A group of resident assistants and other campus leaders led the event by reading through survey questions.

was marked yes on the new survey
received, the women would then
“stand up” for their sister. These
questions were meant to show
that the women who answered
yes, were not alone in the struggle
with addiction, mental illness and
more.
“The overall big picture goal is

to show that our female students
on campus are not alone,” DeLucia
said. “And I think we did exactly
that.”
Abigail Blok, a resident of
Stegenga Hall, felt that the event
did what it intended to do.
“I thought that this was
amazing,” Blok said. “I loved

we were able to come together
collectively but privately to share
tough experiences. It was really
empowering to see so many ladies
stand up for things that we may
keep a secret or hide.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

NW students double as camp counselors
NEW EXPERIENCES
LEADING CAMPERS

ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE
It’s an early morning.
Checking your pack, you
check off the list in your
head: sunscreen, schedule,
basic first aid kit, bug
spray, Bible, water bottle
and possibly your phone.
The sun is creeping into
the windows and half of
the kids are starting to
rise out of their slumber
and get ready. One lost
their bug spray, another
can’t find their shoe, and
yet
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Emily Bergerren , a sophomore public relations major, worked
at Camp Geneva in Holland, Michigan as a camp counselor.
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Swift baring her relationship soul for fans
GYLLENHAAL IS
BLASTED
GRACE HARRE
SOCIAL WORK
Taylor Swift’s long awaited
“Red (Taylor’s Version)”
was released on Nov. 12.
Following the rerecording
of her album “Fearless, Red
(Taylor’s Version)” was
originally released in 2012,
but this time, contains Swift’s
spin on some of her classic
songs. It holds nine new
songs that have never been
released, but were cooped
up in the Vault.
The Vault is a term used
to signify that some of her
songs were written but never
released due to her record
label, Big Machine Records,
denying her.
After leaving the toxic
label, Swift set out to release
her own recordings of her
songs due to the contract
she signed with Big Machine
Records at the age of 14.
“Red (Taylor’s Version)” is
the intended full version
of the album in Swift’s own
unique sound.
The songs in this new
album that listeners grew
up screaming sound very

similar to her original songs.
In the new album, however,
the most notable change is
that Swift’s voice is more
prominent and contains
more of a raw aspect to
it. Classic songs like, “We
are Never Getting Back
Together,” “22” and “I Knew
You Were Trouble,” have the
same sound and drive, but
focus more on her voice.
The most anticipated rerecorded song was “All Too
Well (10 Minute Version)
(Taylor’s Version) (From
the Vault).” The new version
added a few more lines of
lyrics to depict the story of
her relationship with actor
Jake Gyllenhaal. The only
notable song that had the
most change was “Girl at
Home.” Whereas the original
track was an acoustic, slow
song, the rerecording was
techno and upbeat.
The nine extra songs
added to her album included
songs that Swift wrote, but
was never allowed to release.
This did not prevent her
from giving the songs to
other artists to perform.
These songs were “Babe”,
performed by country artist
Sugarland,
and
“Better
Man”, performed by Little

Big Town. Swift originally
accompanied Sugarland in
“Babe” and the new album
features these songs the way
she would have performed
them. The recording of her
songs are now true to her
sound and focused on her
roots: country.
As most Swifties know,
“Red” was her transition
album from being mostly
a country singer to a pop
princess. A song that showed
this change was “I Bet You
Think About Me.” In the new
album, Swift sings this song
with country artist Chris
Stapleton, to emphasize her
roots as a country artist.
“I Bet You Think About
Me” was originally written
about her ex, Gyllenhaal,
stating that he still thinks
about her and he will never
be happy. The song's drive
gives a type of spunk all girls
want after a bad breakup.
The song also has more of
a country pop sound that
meshes the two genres
together perfectly. This is not
the only song that featured
her ex on “Red (Taylor’s
Version)."
Due to her new album,
Gyllenhaal may be the most
hated man on the internet

COURTESY OF TAYLORSWIFT.COM

right now. The song, “All Too
Well (10 Minute Version)
(Taylor’s Version) (From
the Vault)” resparked the
once strong flame of hatred
toward Gyllenhaal. Back in
2010, Swift and Gyllenhaal
dated for three months. This
relationship did not end
well, leaving fans to side with
Swift in the aftermath.
Accompanying the new

album was a short film
titled, “All Too Well.” The
short film allows fans to
literally step through time to
view what may or may not
have occurred during their
relationship. The short film
was written and directed by
Swift to depict the narrative
of the song “All Too Well."
Swift’s matured voice
takes center stage in the

making of some new songs
and old songs. In the album’s
entirety, according to Swift
in an interview, it represents
“a fractured mosaic of
feelings that somehow all fit
together in the end. Happy,
free,
confused,
lonely,
devastated, euphoric, wild
and tortured by memories
past.”

The bigger the name, the bigger the fail
MOVIE REVIEW

MUST READ FOR
A WARNING
MISAEL BRUZZON
ECONOMICS

“Red Notice” is directed
by
Rawson
Marshal
Thurber
and
stars
Dwayne Johnson, Ryan
Reynolds and Gal Gadot
in an action-packed tale
of art thieves and Interpol
agents. As one would
expect from a movie with
such cast, “Red Notice”
is a fun action-adventure
flick with not much else
under its name.
The
movie
suffers
from a problem that
plagues both Johnson
and Reynolds movies. In
“Red Notice,” Johnson is
playing a character that
is thinner than paper.
The same can be said for
Reynolds who basically
plays the same character
he has been playing ever
since “Deadpool.” To
add to the unimaginative
one-dimensional
protagonists is Gadot’s
deadpan delivery that
can make anyone wonder
how she even got any

acting job to begin with.
Johnson and Reynolds
are
playing
clichéd
stereotypes of themselves
and do not seem to even
be enjoying themselves
while doing so. Gadot
does not help the movie
by also providing an
unbelievably bland and
boring antagonist.
The movie suffers from
thinking that putting
three popular actors
that are generally liked
together will make an
entertaining movie. Just
because the movie scored
certain actors that test
well with audiences, does
not mean that most of the
job is done.
Aside from acting that
feels like walking through
thick mud, “Red Notice”
offers mediocre action
sequences and scenes that
somehow fail to remain
interesting. The action
scenes are unimaginative
and
average.
While
some audience members
might be entertained by
someone shooting a gun
or throwing punches,
anyone who expects even
a semblance of cleverness
or skill when it comes to

writing, choreographing,
filming
or
directing
an action scene will be
disappointed. To make
matters worse, the action
scenes are so bad they
even fail at being funny
or being taken lightheartedly. While other
action movies succeed
at crafting goofy scenes
that are self-aware, “Red
Notice” seems painfully
cringe-worthy.
There are also a number
of problems when it
comes to the plot. The
overall plot of the movie
is absurd and ridiculous,
which isn’t necessarily a
bad thing. When movies
have plots of this sort,
like
the
“Kingsman”
movies, they embrace
the silliness and bolster
it with impressive action
sequences and an overall
awareness of the product
they are delivering. “Red
Notice” is simply absurd
with nothing to back it
up or make up for it. This
makes the movie hard
to care about and get
invested in,
especially
when such ridiculous plot
points are executed with
mediocre fight scenes and

embarrassing VFX.
Another
problem
with this movie is that
throughout the boring
story and equally draining
action set pieces, there is
a constant flow of forced
jokes and quips that miss
the target every time. It
is almost like the movie
thinks that anything
coming out of Reynold’s
mouth is pure gold, when
it is really far from it. With
a little bit of polishing and
more than five minutes in
the writing room, some
of the jokes could have
ended up being funny.
There
are
movies
that can compel their
audiences to turn off
their brains and enjoy
the flashy action but
“Red Notice” cannot
even get there. Although
there are some parts of
the movie that could
be called entertaining,
the movie largely fails
to keep the interest or
attention of its audience.
All three big-name actors
offer performances that
are bound to make eyes
roll with a danger of
them not rolling back.
The lack of imagination

COURTESY OF THE MOVIE DATABASE

and excitement make
this movie something
worse than a brainless
action movie. Although
some
audiences
are
bound to enjoy the
movie regardless, this

movie is best enjoyed
as background noise
while something more
entertaining is happening
in the room.
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A blossoming performer showcases her talents
AHEAD OF HER
TIME
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE
In every performer’s life
are chances to show off
what they know and what
they’ve learned. For athletes,
it’s the games throughout
the season. For actors, it’s
productions and auditions.
For musicians, it’s recitals.
On Sunday, Nov. 21 at 3
p.m., Katie Struck, a junior
music education major, will
be participating in a junior
recital as her showcase of
what she has learned so far.
Having been preparing
since the middle of May,
Struck is excited to share the
songs with the community.
She will be singing a total of
ten pieces in four different
languages, ranging from
Baroque opera to some
contemporary
musical
theatre songs.
When asked to pick a
favorite piece, Struck replied
with “’Der Hölle Rache’ aka
the ‘Queen of the Night aria.’

In the piece, the Queen of
the Night tells her daughter,
Pamina, to kill Sarastro, the
queen’s rival, or else she will
disown and curse Pamina.
She is angry, vengeful and
merciless and it’s so much
fun to sing!”
As
a
junior
at
Northwestern, Struck is not
mandated to give a recital
yet, as it typically is required
during one’s senior year.
However, Struck decided
to have a recital after an
advisory meeting with Dr.
Holm, who told her that
people who give a junior
recital have been able to
give a more confident
performance for their final
recital.
“One of the hardest tasks
to overcome is how to
perform in front of others,
and the best way to learn and
improve in your performance
abilities is simply by doing
it,” Struck said.
Throughout her process
of preparation, Struck has
primarily been working
with Cindy Moeller, NW’s
vocal coach and director of
Women’s Choir. “The process

of putting together a recital
is always a big leap in terms
of preparation required. You
don’t just have three minutes
to tell one story-you have
30 minutes to tell a dozen
stories-and you want each
one to be purposeful, specific
and unique!” Moeller said.
When asked about Struck’s
progress, she said, “Katie
is developing a beautiful,
balanced tone with both
brilliance and warmth, and
she’s really blossoming as an
expressive performer.”
Struck is also working with
Janelle Phinney, who will be
acting as her accompanist
for the recital. Phinney adds,
“I have seen her grow in her
ability to sing different styles
of music. She has seen how
much time it takes to get
a recital like this together
and she has worked hard to
get the practice time in and
prepare adequately.”
Along
with
Phinney
accompanying
Struck,
Struck’s sister, Clare Struck,
will be playing flute in a
piece titled “Le Rossignol.”
Struck has consequentially
been working with her

PHOTO BY ANA DEKRUYTER
Katie Struck smiles in anticipation of her early junior recital.

sister and her respective
instructor, Sue DeHaan, in
order to organize the piece.
Struck also highlights the
several other implications

that giving the recital holds
for her. Struck said, “When
a student has a recital, it
is a celebration of all that
they have accomplished in

the field that they intend to
teach someday.”

Van Ravenswaay: a versatile and talented NW musician
ASPIRING ZOOEEPER
AND BTR FAN
HAILEY LOUW
STATISTICS

At any music concert at Northwestern in the
past three years, audiences have seen this week’s
music major senior in action. She fills a plethora
of roles in the music department, ranging from
singing soprano in concert, playing the drums
and vibing with her saxophone. However, if
you’ve ever had the privilege of meeting Ashley
Van Ravenswaay, you know she fills even more
roles when it comes to campus life. With an
infectious laugh, top-notch socks and scary-good
furniture moving skills, Van Ravenswaay has
been a blessing to NW’s campus in many ways.
She has chosen to dedicate most of her time to

the music department in hopes of spreading the
joy she brings to her own music students one day.
A little-known fact about Van Ravenswaay
is that she originally came in as a freshman
studying biology, in the hopes of being a
surgeon. However, after a lot of discernment and
encouragement from peers and mentors, she
chose to pursue studying music education.
“People from within the music department
saw a desire in me to teach others and share
music with them, so I decided to pursue music
more seriously, especially after I didn’t enjoy my
biology class as much as I thought I would”, said
Van Ravenswaay.
During her time in the music department, Van
Ravenswaay has enjoyed the group trips to Spain
and Chicago and is looking forward to the choir’s
trip to Taiwan in June 2022.
“I’ve loved the trips because of how well I’ve

gotten to know people and the relationships that
have come out of them,” said Van Ravenswaay.
“Also, it’s just really cool to see new places and get
to play new music.”
When she’s not working in on NW’s music
department, Van Ravenswaay has worked with
her high school marching band in Sioux Falls
the past three years, helping coach the students
for competition. She said, “It’s been a really good
experience for what I’ll be doing in the future,
and after having gotten to know the kids, it’s been
really cool to see their growth both as people and
as musicians since I met them.”
It seems that the relationships that have come
out of music have been the most rewarding to
Van Ravenswaay, noting that her favorite time
playing music in the past three years has been
in her saxophone ensemble, mainly because “we
had a good time goofing around.”
Ashley looks back on her time in the music
department with a great sense of appreciation for
all that the faculty and staff have given her. “[The]
music faculty wants to see you succeed, wants
you to ask questions and wants you to make an
impact going forward as music educators. They

want to make sure that your students don’t study
music because they hope to be better than their
‘bad music teacher’, but rather that you inspired
them to pursue the art,” said Van Ravenswaay.
“Our professors do a good job of getting to
know you as a person outside of ensembles and
rehearsals. My advice to the freshman would be
to talk to the people in the department and get
to know them because we want to help you and
we’ve taken all the classes that you’ll be taking.”
After her time at NW, Van Ravenswaay hopes
to find a job teaching band at a larger high
school, and possibly obtaining her Master’s in
Composition. However, if she decided not to
pursue music, she’d like to work at a zoo. You read
it here first.
If you’re looking to strike up a conversation
with the stand-out senior in the future, she’d like
readers to know that she loves Big Time Rush, has
never had a nosebleed and thinks that Christmas
music is appropriate at any time, especially when
you need a little more joy in your day. You can
catch her in action on Saturday, Dec. 4 at the
annual Christmas Vespers concert, in Christ
Chapel at 7 p.m.
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Ashley Van Ravenswaay is a blessing to those inside and outside of the NW music department.
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History in The Beacon archives

DYKSTRA HALL AND
MYSTIC HANDS
WILLIAM MINNICK
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Fresh off the press, The
Beacon sits on newsstands
and lobby tables waiting
every Friday, hoping students,
faculty and staff pick it up and
read it.
Since 1928, this student run
newspaper has been a medium
of campus life and news. To
the historians on campus, it
has been a rich resource of
campus history.
Doug Anderson, professor
emeritus of history, archivist
and reference librarian at
Northwestern College, has
been helping preserve The
Beacon’s history by reading
and researching the extensive
Beacon archival collection;
administered
by
NW
librarians Greta Grond and
Sara Huyser.
His goal, along with Dr.
Rebecca Koerselman, is to
write a new history of NW
by 2032, the institution’s
150th anniversary.
Anderson has noticed many
surprises while uncovering
the history of campus life
through The Beacon.
“It took a while for
students
to
find
their
collective voice—by the end of
the 1930s, I’d say,” Anderson
said. “Thereafter, there are
trends: more student concern
with social justice, civil rights

especially, but also more input
into college policy in the late
1960s through early 1980s,
then “quieter” trends.
For decades, The Beacon has
been a place to discuss issues
and update campus on policy
changes, including smoking in
the residence halls.
In 1952, Dykstra Hall,
a men’s dorm that has
since been demolished,
experienced a series of
wastebasket fires due to
cigarettes being thrown
in them. This chain of
unfortunate events led to
administration
banning
smoking in the dorm,
which was home to over
50% smokers.
The author of the article
“Dykstra Hall News” writes
in the March 25, 1952, issue,
“We are glad that spring is
approaching so that the fellows
smoking outside will not
freeze. Several plans already
have been devised to overcome
this handicap to these habitual
smokers, such as a collapsible
chair which swings out from
the window. Maybe some
inspired young inventor could
sell smokeless cigarettes.”
Of course, like The Beacon
today, this publication has
always
updated
Raider
athletic fans on the outcome
of sporting events.
Spattered in the sports
section of the student
newspaper during the 1930s
and 50s were mentions of the
famous Harlem Globetrotters,
who would regularly play and

PHOTO BY WILLIAM MINNICK
Doug Anderson works with the archives of The Beacon.

beat the NW men’s basketball
team in a “demonstration
of basketball very seldom
witnessed in Orange City.”
It’s not uncommon at NW
today to hear students in
angst with questions about
the future. Luckily, in 1945
the students on campus had
a handy source to answer all
their inquiries.
“Ask Ouiji” was published in
January of 1945 highlighting a
very popular object on campus
located in the ping-pong room,
a Ouija board, described as a
spirit or talking board.

“There are so many things
which students are just aching
to know,” writes the student
journalist. “Things such as:
Who is whose boyfriend?
How old is somebody? Who
will be where and when?
Who will marry who? How
old will they be when they
get married? How long will
somebody teach? When is
whose birthday? and just
such a never-ending trail of
questions are answered by
this Mystic Hand… Some of
you would be surprised at
what we’ve already found out

about you.”
The Beacon is a newspaper
full of many wonderful and
unusual items and Anderson
shares those unique moments
when he comes across them in
his research. So far, he has 170
pages of notes on The Beacon
and has kept stories alive, like
Spring Service Partnership
vans starting on fire after
returning from service trips
and
religion
professors
delivering his child in his
home bathroom without the
aid of medical professionals.
If you are interested in

viewing and reading the
printed Beacons since 1928,
the collection is digitalized
and can be viewed at
n o r t hw e s t e r n . a d v a nt a g e preservation.com/.
For 93 years, this paper
has been a source for
documenting campus life and
inspiring students to make a
change through writing and
journalism. The continued
hope is that The Beacon
continues to be a place that
provides a platform to inform
campus and make students
feel heard.

A hectic life as a camp counselor
FROM PAGE 1

For the most part, every
camp counselor will say
that they experienced
exponential
growth,
spiritual and personal,
during the summer.
“I definitely learned
a lot about how to be a
better mom down the
road, since I was basically
a mother of eight fiveyear-olds for eight hours
each day,” Berggren said.
“I also came to more
of a realization that
everyone has a story, and
everyone is an eternal
being. Oftentimes, God is
working in people’s hearts
more than we realize.”
Rozendaal experienced
something similar.
“Camp helped me learn
what it looks like to come
to the Lord as a child,”
Rozendaal
said.
“To
watch the freedom with

which the campers would
praise the Lord through
song,
ask
questions
without regard for pride
and encourage each other
with their words; I have
definitely taken it to
heart.”
Amidst
all
the
chaos and exhaustion,
camp
counseling
is
part of a great story
and
development
plan
to
be
carried
out by God. Working
as a camp counselor
is
very
challenging
yet
worthwhile
and
rewarding, especially for
young adults finding out
who God wants them to
be.
“My experience was
simultaneously edifying
and
exhausting,
joyfilled and challenging,”
Rozendaal said. “When
you’re a camp counselor,
at least in my experience,

PHOTO BY PRATIK PAUDEL
Emily Rozendaal worked at Lake View Camp based out of Pella, Iowa.

there is little to no
downtime; it is an alwayson kind of commitment.
If that sounds exhausting,
that’s because it was! But

it was also one of the most
growing and stretching
experiences of my life
and sweetest times of
serving and worshipping

I have experienced yet.
As
a
day
camp
counselor, Berggren also
was always on her toes.
“Hopefully you don’t

need
sleep
though,
because
you’ll
pretty
much be going three
months without that,”
Berggren said.
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An anticipated Thanksgiving break
THE BELOVED
CAFSGIVING
HAILEY LOUW
STATISTICS

It’s the beloved time of
year when every test falls on
a Monday, due dates for big
projects suddenly aren’t as
far out as you thought they
were and stress levels rise
just as much as motivation
falls. However, there is a
silver lining in the midst
of the apparent drudgery:
Thanksgiving Break.
The five-day hiatus from
classes has always been
pleasantly received by both
students and staff who
are looking for the muchneeded break at this time
of year. On top of the rest
that comes with the season,
Northwestern’s foliage can
be seen in various shades
of red, orange and yellow,
bringing a fresh look to your
regular walk across campus.
This year brings even more
excitement as the Red Raider
volleyball and football teams
head into their post-season
tournaments. But how are

students to celebrate the
holiday with friends when
they’re not on campus? What
will students do to celebrate
who are staying on campus?
If you’re bummed about
not being able to feast on
turkey and pie with your
friends this year, hopefully
you were able to share in
the meal with peers during
Cafsgiving on Thursday,
Nov. 18. But perhaps it
could more appropriately
have been named FourCourts-giving.
“Cafsgiving has turned
into our biggest event, and
it has outgrown the cafe.
We wanted everyone to
enjoy the wonderful food
and company of their fellow
students. The four-court
area was large enough to
have everyone eat and enjoy
the Thanksgiving feast,”
said food service director,
Barry Schroeter.
At the meal, students
enjoyed a menu of various
carved meats, traditional
Thanksgiving sides such
as mashed potatoes and
a decadent dessert bar
consisting of assorted pies.

And of course, dinner rolls
as far as the eye could see. It’s
hard not to love Cafsgiving,
just ask senior softball-stud
Jen Boeve. “Cafsgiving is
probably the best meal they
could ever have. I gear up
for that day just like I get
ready on gameday.”
However, junior Nick
VanRijs does not share the
same enthusiasm as Boeve.
“I always look forward
to Thanksgiving at the Caf
and get really excited, but
inevitably get let down,”
VanRijs said. “But I guess
it’s really all about the thrill
and the rollercoaster of
emotions, am I right?”
Those who are staying on
campus are looking forward
to time spent not going
to class, catching up with
friends and finding host
families for the holiday itself.
“There are two RAs on
duty for Thanksgiving break
in Steg so I plan on splitting
the break in half with Emily
Kraft,” Stegenga resident
assistant,
Madie
Harre,
said. “For one half I will be
heading home and the other
half I will be chilling in the

Stand up for your sister
FROM PAGE 1
Hannah
McClintock,
a resident of Fern Smith
Hall, felt the same way.
“I loved how everything
was
anonymous,
obviously it should’ve
been, but I loved that
aspect,” McClintock said.
“Another thing I loved
was that the women who
put it together went out of
their way to make sure no
men were there, and it was
a safe pace for us at the
time. Dealing with things

is hard but dealing with
them alone is even harder,
so it was comforting to see
so many people stand up
if they have ever felt alone
on campus.”
The statement, “You are
a beloved daughter of the
King. Be encouraged,” was
on the laminated picture
given to everyone at the
start of the event. After
a time of vulnerability,
worship
and
prayer,
women
were
feeling
empowered and heard
knowing that they shared

experiences with others.
For anyone who is
struggling on campus,
there is a surplus of
resources
on-and-offcampus.
On-campus,
resident directors, resident
assistants and the campus
ministry staff are ready to
help with any situation.
Off-campus, there are
many other resources as
well, such as, CAASA- 1
(877) 362-4612, Suicide
Prevention- 1 (800) 2738255, and the Crisis Call
Center- (775) 784-8090.

PHOTO BY JADEYN VELTKAMP
Laminated cards were handed out to all participants at the event.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Cafsgiving was held in the four-court area this year to accomdate for more food and more

dorms and maybe spending
some time with friends who
live in town along with the
residents who are staying on
campus for the break as well.
Emily will be on-duty for
Thanksgiving Day itself, and
I’m really grateful for her
willingness to fill in so I can
spend the day with family.”
Senior and California
native, Bri Giordano, will
also be staying on campus

for Thanksgiving.
“I
plan
on
doing
homework, catching up
on sleep and spending
time with my host family,”
Giordano said. “I’ll be there
on Thanksgiving Day for
sure and will get to spend
time hanging with them
and their kids, so I’m really
looking forward to that.”
After perhaps too many
servings of stuffing and

countless football games,
students will return to
campus on Monday, Nov.
22 for two weeks of class
before heading into finals.
Hopefully, the break will
provide the much-needed
rest, recovery and stamina
before the last big push of
the semester. Stay strong,
Raiders, and enjoy your
Thanksgiving Break.

OPINIONS 6
The match to end all matches
HOT
TAKES!

(As voiced by you, the students)

Which Taylor Swift
album is the best
and why?
“Speak Now! Some of the
songs she has on there are
pretty powerful.”

“Lover has NO SKIPS.”

“RED! 100%”

“Fearless, nostalgic purposes
only.”

“Red. Perfect tie between
country and alternative.
It’s so sentimental and
wonderful!”

“Fearless or Red because
they have all the classic
songs and people relate to
them the most.”

“Anything except her pop
ones.”

The opinions expressed in these polls
respresent student preference and is no
way intented to indicate superior qualities
of one choice over another or endorse
certain stereotypes

Misael Bruzzone
Economics

You might not have heard of it, but there
is an event coming that you would not
want to miss. What started out as friendly
banter between these two students has
now received enough attention and gained
enough momentum to become a reality.
On January 14, during Northwestern’s
home wrestling meet, two of campus’ best
non wrestlers will face each other on the
mat and under the light.
The students in question are none other
than Nicolaas VanRijs and the Beacon’s
own Aaron Eckmann. It started out as a
“who would win in a wrestling match?”
question among friends. The pair then
obtained permission from Coach Dahl
to realize their dreams and wrestle in the
most official setting possible. They have
also enlisted the help of two wrestling

superstars, Sam Copley and Luke Jenness,
to be their trainers before the match
and coaches during it. There will be an
upcoming drafting event where the two
wrestling pros will choose who their
respective fighters will be.
Now, both Eckmann and VanRijs are
gearing up for an official wrestling match
that has everybody talking. There is a buzz
building up in Colenbrander Hall, where
both Eckmann and VanRijs reside, but
also in other dorms. Student Jonah Tews
even called it, “The sporting event of the
decade,” and said it would be, “bigger than
any Superbowl.” People on campus have
started making several bets, not only on
the outcome of the match, but also on
their predicted points to be scored and
whether or not one of them will be able to
pin the other. A promotional campaign is
in the plans which will include posters, a
recorded weigh-in event and promotional
videos of the wrestlers preparing for the
match.
Another aspect of this upcoming match
that is generating excitement amongst
the students is the fact that Colenbrander
resident director, Brian Follett, will be
the referee of the match. Follett, a former
wrestler for NW is excited to return to the
mat in a different capacity. “I want to see

a clean match and good NW wrestling,”
Follett said. Follett, a prolific wrestler
back in his day, knows something about
winning matches. When asked about the
highlights of his wrestling career he said,
“I’m surprised they have not named the
Sioux City open after me.”
Eckmann is quite confident his soccer
background will give him an edge over
his opponent. After years of experience
with the sport he believes that his stamina
and ball control will translate well on the
mat. “Soccer is all about precision and
playmaking, both useful for wrestling.”
VanRijs, on the other hand, is placing
his bets on different strengths. Being part
of the NW tennis team, he is sure his upper
body strength will hand him the win on
matchday. “Eckmann ain’t ready for what’s
coming. I’m a former menace on the
T-ball field and have since developed into
a mild wrestling fan. I have been a practice
dummy too many times to take the L here.”
Students on campus are divided when it
comes to support for the two Colenbrander
men, while others are not sure who the
winner is going to be. What we do know
is that the match will be nothing short of
legendary and an event that will go down
in history as one of NW’s greatest.

Forget geese, let’s talk penguins

Maddie Loats
Theatre

Let’s be honest, birds suck
(especially geese). However, I
believe the best bird out there is the
penguin. I mean, who couldn’t love
a little black and white creature that
waddles and swims because it can’t
fly? Penguins can also jump up to
seven feet in the air! What can geese
do? Scare you? In this article I will
be stating why I think penguins are
the best bird, and truthfully, the best
animal.
Did you know that penguins
can pull their head full into their
body? Because I didn’t, but I think
it is pretty cool, a little odd, but
nontheless cool. They can also do
this thing called ‘countershading’
which helps protect themselves from
predators while they are swimming.
Countershading is simply their black
coloring blending in with the water

$

around them. Last time I checked,
geese just squawk at you to let you
know they are there, nothing hidden
about that.
Let’s talk about how they move.
Like I said earlier, they have the
most adorable little waddle. I think
it could be compared to a small
child running for the first time, it is
not really running, more of a fastpaced wiggle walk. And if you add
how their flippers are out in the
‘T’ pose position while waddling,
adorable. While they are moving,
they often tend to not have the
most coordination, because they
will just fall out of nowhere, and it
is hysterical. Like the video where
that group of penguins are walking
together and when one falls and
the entire group ‘gasps’, I think it is
funny. And if you don’t know what
video I’m talking about, ask me
about it and I will show you. Despite
being a little clumsy, penguins can
still balance on top of a soccer ball.
Penguins are also the best of
friends. Personally I want a penguin
as a friend. For example, male
penguins will bring their female
significant other a pebble. Not just
any pebble though, the prettiest
pebble! Once that said tiny rock is
found, the male will bring it to the
female and lay it in front of her as
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if it were a proposal. When they
love, they love forever. Name me
something cuter than that. Since
penguins do not get a lot of human
interaction, they can and will walk
up to a human. According to a New
York Times article, penguins that
are in the wild will, “walk right up
to people, touch them, and look as
if they are studying them.” Now,
yes, that can be a little odd, but also
really sweet.
Finally, these flightless birds are
always dressed to impress. They are
constantly dressed up for no specific
reason, got to be prepared for any
and all occasions that might come
their way. And their fur also helps
with their countershading that I
mentioned earlier. They are ready
for all the black-tie events.
I could go on and talk about how
they are great swimmers, amazing
divers or why I think penguins are
an Enneagram 6, but I think I have
made my case pretty clear, that
penguins are far better than geese.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff

SPORTS

7

Marker and Wiersma race their way to nationals
NATIONALS AT
VANCOVER, WA
ISAIAH LEE
POLITICAL SCIENCE

“Morgan Marker is a racer,”
cross country coach Carrie
Krohn had to say when asked
about her standout athlete.
An
“otherwise
never
anything less than sweet”
individual, Krohn remarked
how Marker taps into her
“inner beast mode” on race
day and gets the job done.
Marker controlled the start
of her conference race but
always kept herself in the top
ten. Her race-day attitude
and her skillful closing speed
helped her finish strong and
earn a trip to Vancouver,
Washington to race at NAIA
cross country nationals
meet.
Marker, a senior for the

Northwestern
women’s
cross-country team, has
run 613 miles since the
beginning of the summer
in preparation for her final
season. Throughout these
miles, two words have been
going through her head.
Gas,
because
according
to Marker, “You can’t let
yourself slow down, you have
to keep putting your foot on
the gas.”
Perseverance is also a
word that is very important
to Marker. She writes it on
her wrist for every race so
she can be reminded of her
goals. Come Nov. 19, Marker
is sure to be reminding
herself of those two words.
“Ian
Wiersma
is
a
tactician,”
said
Krohn.
When watching him race,
it is possible to watch him
calculate the moves he needs
to make and push himself to

make it happen.
“This year, Wiersma
learned to not let challenges
cause him fear in training
and racing,” said Krohn. His
fearlessness is not hard to
spot.
Wiersma has run an
astonishing 1,200 miles since
the beginning of summer
training which ultimately
paid off on race day. He
realized mid-race, after a
particularly strong move,
that he was in position to
qualify. His strong push to the
finish of the conference meet
sealed the deal and bought
him a ticket to nationals.
This will be Wiersma’s third
time competing in a national
competition during the year
2021 and he hopes for this
one to be his best.
Wiersma and Marker,
along with coaches Scott
Bahrke and Krohn, look

PHOTO BY WILLIAM MINNICK
Seniors Morgan Marker and Ian Wiersma make their debute at XC Nationals.

forward to the trip to
Vancouver. Coach Bahrke
expects them to competeat
their
best
on
Friday
afternoon against the best in
the nation. The theme that

the team has focused on this
year is “Good Enough equals
Settling.” The two seniors will
have that phrase in mind as
they enter the national meet
on Nov. 19. Both Marker and

Wiersma are thankful for
the encouraging words from
their coaches and teammates
throughout the year.

Raider basketball dominate in Pizza Ranch Classic
NW RAIDERS EXTEND
WIN STREAK
BREANNA CARR
YOUTH MINISTRY

On Nov. 12 and 13, the Red Raider
men’s and women’s basketball teams
competed in the Pizza Ranch Classic.
The women’s team took on Valley
City State University and Marian
University where the Raiders came
out victorious in both games. The
men’s team took on Viterbo and
Bellevue University where the Raiders
again came out victorious in both.
For the women’s tournament, the
Raiders first took on Valley City State
University on day one. The Raiders
held a strong lead the entire game,
bringing the Raiders out on top with
an 81-38 win. Sophomore, Molly
Schany, scored ten first quarter points

to pace the Raider offense while the
Raider defense held strong against
Vikings. Raider defense and offense
held their strength in the second
quarter. The second half of the game
saw many points offensively plus a
strong Raider defense to hold tight to
their lead.
The Raiders women saw action
again on day two against Marian
University, where Northwestern saw
a 78-62 win. The Knights led during
the first half, but that lead did not last
long. NW came out strong after half
time, both offensively and defensively.
The fourth quarter saw the most
exciting action where junior, Maddie
Jones, led the Raiders with some
aid by senior, Jada Cunningham, to
secure the lead and garner the win.
In the men’s tournament, day one
saw NW facing off against Viterbo
garnering a 96-83 victory for the

Raiders. NW fought strong during
the first half, leading 47-39 going
into half time. The 9-0 lead early in
the game by sophomore, Alex Van
Kalsbeek, paved the way for the
Raider victory. The Raiders continued
the strong fight in the second half
with the 19-5 run.
Day two saw a tough fight for
the men’s team when they played
Bellevue University. The 74-71 victory
is the closest game so far this season
for NW. The Raiders fought strong
in the first half with the 42-26 lead
going into half time. Van Kalsbeek
took charge for the Raiders with 17
points scored in the first 20 minutes
of the game. The second half saw the
Bruins take the lead, keeping the
game close. With less than a minute
left in the game, Bellevue had a 71-70
lead over NW, but that lead was short
lived when Van Kalsbeek scored the

PHOTO BY ZOE HEEMSTRA
Raider fans packed the Bultman Center to cheer on men’s and women’s
basektball.

final four points of the game to give
the Raiders the win.
With a successful weekend, the
Raiders will enter conference play
Nov. 20, where both men and women

will take on the Doane Tigers at
home. Women will go first beginning
at 6:30 p.m. while the men follow at
8 p.m.

A new season begins for the NW wrestling team

PROMISING START
TO THE SEASON

through the first few weeks of

see what these guys are going

the season everyone is having is

to come in at and where they’re

JOSE SANCHEZ
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

encouraging and makes it that

going to be by the time they get

much more exciting to keep

out of here in four years.” He

pushing through each practice

continued, “We have room to

and competition.”

grow, so I mean we have a lot of

It’s a new year for the
Northwestern wrestling team,
including new captains with
thoughts of the team.
“We are a young team, full
of guys willing to work and
put their egos aside and learn
from the coaches. It’s a fun
group to train with and hang
out with outside of the room.”
Sophomore, Jake FrancksenSmall, team captain said. “We
do a good job of motivating
each other and supporting each
other. Seeing the improvement

“The first two meets set the

things we have to fix technically,

tone for the season by showing

but a lot of these guys are open

us that we have the talent to

to

win, and win big. But it also

criticism really well and they’re

shows us that we have to fight

hungry to learn. We’re excited

for every point and keep

about it.”

suggestions.

They

take

improving to turn that talent

In Buena Vista, the team

into results. Nothing is given,

was thought to be under

regardless of skill,” said coach

competing.

Dylan Costello.

came out a little flat and took

Northwestern

Coach Luis Santiago states,

it to them in those first few

“I feel excited about the season.

matches. For most of the

We got a lot of young guys in

matches, NW was controlling

the team. It’s pretty exciting to

the pace and were doing pretty

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
The Raider’s wrestling 2021-22 season is seeing some changes that bring a promising
beginging.

well in ties and attacking.

out at 174, 184 and 197 to win

The Raiders began GPAC

There was just a few exchanges

the meet. Overall, it was good

meets on Nov. 17 at Dakota

that they lost in the meet that

to finish on a good note. The

Wesleyan, and will compete

really made the difference in

meet score was 28-11, with a

on Saturday, Nov. 20 at home

the match up. NW ended up

Raider win for the first meet of

against the Jamestown Jimmies

coming up a little short, closing

the season.

at 10 a.m.
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Northwestern introduces Upperroom
STUDENTS WELCOMED TO
WORSHIP IN A NEW WAY
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE

Co-Editor/Copy Editor
This fall, a new event is beginning on campus called

Noelle Philippi

Upperroom. Similar to Praise and Worship in that it is

Co-Editor

student-led, the Worship Arts students are partnering

Madie Harre

Arts & Culture Editor

with the prayer and event coordinators of campus
ministries to create this event twice a month.

Camber Herrig

Upperroom is intended as a place to explore aspects of

Features Editor

worship that are not commonly talked about in everyday

Caleb Arnett

contexts.

Opinions Editor

Inspired by this semester’s Praise and Worship creative

Katie Jacob

arts services led by student worship leader Lydia Bader,

Sports Editor

Upperroom was created out of a desire to make a space

Emily Berggren

for students to worship God in more ways than singing.

News Editor

PHOTOBY PRATIK PAUDEL
Upperroom is a student-led worship event that takes place every other Wednesday night in the
basement of Ramaker.

Hannah McClintock, a junior worship arts major, is

Jadeyn Veltkamp
Photo Editor

Riley Rasmussen
Advertising Manager

The editorial staff
reserves the right to edit
submissions for style,
clarity and length.
For advertising rates
and submissions, email
Advertising Manager
Riley Rasmussen at
riley.rasmussen@
nwciowa.edu.

one of the students helping to organize the events.
When asked about Upperroom’s purpose, McClintock

Even though the event is student-led, several faculty

said, “Upperroom’s intent is to dive deep into those

and staff members have extended a helping hand in

Students and faculty alike hold strong hopes for the

aspects of worship and how we can find beauty in many

getting the event on its feet. Barb DeWald, associate dean

outcomes of the events. DeWald hopes that God will be

different arts.”

of Christian formation, Josh Kuipers, Northwestern’s

glorified in the gatherings.

that same spirit of love, service and passion.”

Using things such as painting, singing and intercessory

director of worship and Drew Schmidt, professor of

Schmidt said, “Personally, I hope that spiritual courage

prayer, students will explore the ways that they can

theatre and head of the worship arts program, also helped

here would translate to spiritual freedom in the dorm, in

worship in deep and rich ways in a shared learning space.

in setting up the event’s first steps.

the classroom, in chapel and in the world outside NW.”

McClintock said, “It’s just an open space to come

When speaking on the event’s purpose, Schmidt

Upperroom has one more night this semester,

worship in whatever way people feel called. We want to

said, “The Upperroom is the site of several memorable

happening on Wednesday, Dec. 1, in the Ramaker

help people understand what worship really is, and how

moments in scripture like Jesus washing the disciples’

basement at 8:30 p.m. The events are also intended

it is everything we do, not just what happens on Sunday

feet, the last supper, Jesus appearing to the apostles and

to continue into next semester, resuming every other

mornings.”

Pentecost with the tongues of fire. We want to gather in

Wednesday night upon students’ return.

Employee Health and Wellness Fair on campus

NURSING STUDENTS
GET EXPERIENCE

for nursing students for when

index, commonly referred to

they continue their journey in

as BMI, hearing testing and

KAYLEE BANDSTRA
PUBLIC RELATIONS

the medical field.

nutrition

counseling.

subjects

included

The most anticipated event

Other
women’s

was a Medicare specialist doing

health, an Employee Assistance

The crazy year of 2020

a presentation on “Medicare

Program, which noted employee

helped many people realize
the

importance

for

themselves

101”. This unfortunately, did not

benefits and Senior Companion

of

health

take place due to the presenter

Program. A massage chair was

and

others.

feeling under the weather and

also available and well-enjoyed.

Recently, the faculty and staff

being unable to make it to

of Northwestern College had

campus. However, if available,

Program was available to create

the opportunity to learn how to

the presentation would have

connections

maintain their well-being. NW’s

included a talk about retirement

employees and the nursing

annual Employee Health and

for the employees.

students who attended the fair.

The

Senior
with

Companion
both

the

Wellness Fair took place in the

Sandbulte said, “Retirement is

Throughout the Health and

Bultman Center last Thursday

confusing, and this presentation

Wellness Fair, employees had the

morning on Nov. 11.

would have helped to guide that.”

chance to earn some fun prizes.

All faculty and staff at NW

Even though the Employee

The annual employee benefits

were encouraged to attend.

Health and Wellness Fair lacked

meeting also took place during

Alongside

the “Medicare 101” presentation,

this time.

NW’s

employees,

nursing students were also

the

available to give a helping hand.

alternative

faculty

and

staff

Sandbulte said, “The Senior

to

Companion Program has a great

Director of human resources,

explore their health. At the fair,

socialization aspect for senior

Deb Sandbulte, said, “It’s part

there was still a variety of health

citizens. This program could

of

and wellness vendors.

benefit the nursing students as

(the

nursing

students’)

service and a different aspect of
learning.”

opportunities

had

Sandbulte said, “There were
flu

shots

available,

glucose

well. It’s a great organization for
future occupations.”

The nursing students were

testing for diabetes and the

The Health and Wellness

available to help administer

nursing students took blood

Fair was a fairly popular event.

flu shots and measure blood

pressures.”

Around 75-120 people attended

pressure to the faculty and staff.

The

These will be helpful practices

fair

also

included

information about body mass

the fair. Sandbulte noted that the
numbers can vary year by year.

COURTESY OF UNSPLASH.COM
Northwestern nursing students were able to administer flue shots as a part of the Health and
Wellness Fair.

